
Phone:  520-432-5098
Physical Address:  27 Subway St., Bisbee, AZ  85603
Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 1915, Bisbee, AZ  85603
Email:  info@canyonrose.com 
Website:  canyonrose.com

Description of Canyon Rose Suites
Located in downtown Old Bisbee, 90 miles south of Tucson, our turn of the century building is listed on 
the National Historic Registry and has been lovingly restored to provide every amenity.

• 7 Beautiful rooms

• Furnished kitchens

• Coffee, tea and filtered water

• Complimentary Bottle of Wine with Stay

• Private baths, with hair dryers

• Irons/Ironing boards

• Flat Screen televisions

• DVD players

• Free WiFi

• High ceilings

• Wood floors

• Air conditioning

• DVD lending library

• On-site laundry facility for our guests convenience

• From $123 to $199

• Rates are based on double occupancy, $15 per additional person

• Specials and Packages Available

• AAA 3 Diamond, Member of Bisbee Chamber of Commerce, Member of Bisbee After 5

Telephone reservation hours are 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Check in time is from 3 pm to 7 pm.  Check out is by 11 am
We are a completely non-smoking facility and we do not allow pets.

mailto:infor@canyonrose.com
http://www.canyonrose.com/


A Brief History of Canyon Rose Suites & The Allen Block Building
The Allen Block Building was built in 1904 by Charles W. Allen, and was originally purposed as a 
furniture factory (Standard Furniture), the manufacturing operation occupied the basement.  As far as we
know, the upper levels had various commercial tenants and was home to a boarding house for a while.  
In order to complete their construction project, the Allen’s needed appropriate materials. They founded a
factory to produce concrete blocks which became known as Allen Blocks. If you travel in surrounding 
communities in the Southwest, you will see these blocks were used in the construction of many of the 
historic structures.

The building offers many interesting features that reflect the era it was built.  It has a subterranean level 
that extends under the sidewalk.  As you stroll around the building you will notice Depression glass 
prisms embedded in the concrete.  They are original.  These prisms provided natural light into the 
basement areas.  The basement area of the retail unit 6, on the North end of the street level, has what 
appears to be a dungeon.  It is complete with a heavy iron door, and thick concrete walls.  It is actually a 
safe room.  When Bisbee was thriving and still the Wild West, wealthy families would sometimes have a
place in their homes or businesses where they could lock themselves in safely to wait out the sometimes 
violent labor disputes, and miners’ strikes. 

After Mr. Allen died in 1958, his wife, who was very community minded, turned the upstairs into 
housing for indigent, elderly community members.  Some say that Mr. Allen and some of the senior 
citizens that resided in the Allen Block Building never left.  Over the years numerous guests and tenants 
have shared observations of at least one playful presence.

When the Van Gorps acquired the property in 1991, it was mostly vacant, with several boarded up 
windows and years of neglect.  It was also home to a healthy colony of Mexican free-tailed bats.  The 
renovation of the building took a full six years and would never have been completed without the help of
friends and family.  In the process 22 tons of debris were removed from the third story alone. Every 
effort was made to restore the upper level, now Canyon Rose Suites, into the apartments they resembled 
in years past, with the exception of Suite 8, which was given a more modern feel.  The lower two levels 
of the building were intended for retail use, and remain in the configuration they were found in when the
project was started.  Every effort was also made to reuse salvageable material found either in the 
building or in the surrounding communities.  

Bisbee is home to many talented artisans.  In the course of the remodel Ben Dale was commissioned to 
make the lovely organic feeling metal railing for the loft in Suite #8.  You can see Ben’s work all over 
old Bisbee.  He does metal arts from small to public in scale.  Dugo Nore is an artist who does 
multimedia sculpture. He created the colorful windows you see as you come in the lobby, going up the 
stairs.  Dugo shaped dyes and shredded rag paper to create the effect, ultimately compressing it in two 
sheets of glass. The panes were designed to complement Ben Dale’s railing.  The rose painting as you 
continue up the stairs is the work of Thomas Moxely, a local contemporary Southwest artist, who had a 
gallery in the building for many years.  When you come in to the lobby you see roses woven in copper.  
This is the design work of Ann Moran and Bobby Brown.  We are frequently asked about the origin of 
this piece, (www.moranbrown.com).  Finally, the large panoramic photo of Bisbee you see as you come 
into the lobby on your left was done by local photographer, John Charley. On January 1, 2000, Canyon 
Rose Suites welcomed her first guests to celebrate the new millennium.

About the Owners – Alison & Brett Van Gorp
While Brett and Alison were on an extended sailing trip in Mexico's Sea of Cortez in 1990, someone 
loaned them a Barbara Kingsolver novel with a Judy Perry postcard of Bisbee used as a page marker.  



Intrigued by the quaint scene Judy portrayed, they decided to visit Bisbee several months later.  Having 
a diverse construction background, Brett immediately recognized the potential of the then, very 
neglected Allen Block Building.  Hence, the journey began. 

Brett and Alison have been active members of the business community in this region for over 20 years. 
They are committed to supporting the arts, history, and culture that make Bisbee an interesting and 
unique place to visit.  

A Short History of Bisbee, Arizona 
The community was founded in 1880 and named after Judge DeWitt Bisbee, a financial backer of the 
Copper Queen Mine.  Once known as “the Queen of the Copper Camps”, this Old West mining camp 
proved to be one of the richest mineral sites in the world, producing nearly three million ounces of gold 
and more than eight billion pounds of copper, not to mention the silver, lead and zinc that came from 
these rich Mule Mountains. By the early 1900s, the Bisbee community was the largest city between St. 
Louis and San Francisco.

Brewery Gulch, in its heyday boasted upwards of 47 saloons and was considered the "liveliest spot 
between El Paso and San Francisco". Bisbee offered  the state’s oldest ball field and the state’s first golf 
course, each still in existence today.

Bisbee 's mines closed in 1975 and as mining employees left to go elsewhere, many artistic free spirits 
found Bisbee an ideal, attractive, and inexpensive location to settle and pursue their artistic endeavors.  
Bisbee is the southern most mile high city in the United States and offers a much cooler climate than 
most of Arizona.

What to See & Do in Our Area
Bisbee is located in Southeastern Arizona, 90 miles south of Tucson, and is close to many historical 
sites, ghost towns, birding and  hiking trails.  It's centrally located to enjoy day trips to Kartchner 
Caverns, the Chiricahua Mountains, Fort Huachuca, Tombstone and Arizona Wine Country.

Stroll Bisbee's sidewalks and find delight in the many art galleries, antique stores, gourmet restaurants, 
coffee houses, specialty shops and public art. Visit the charmingly restored neighborhoods of Victorian 
and European-style homes perched miraculously on the hillsides.  Bisbee's Visitors Center has a great 
website discoverbisbee.com.  

• The Bisbee Mining and Historical Museum offers a view of the history of Bisbee
• The Bisbee Restoration Museum, connects you with the community's early history of mining and

ranching
• The Muheim House, is an example of late 19th century architecture and has been restored
• The Queen Mine Tour offers a tour of one of the oldest copper mines in state history 
• Take a jeep tour of Bisbee with lavenderjeeptours 
• Take a walking ghost tour of old Bisbee with oldbisbeeghosttour

Links:
Facebook:  facebook.com/pages/Canyon-Rose-Suites-at-The-Allen-Block-Building/153380281339975
Google+:  plus.google.com/116902033112821509110
Twitter:  twitter.com/canyonrosesuite
Pinterest:  pinterest.com/canyonrosesuite
YouTube:  youtube.com/channel/UCUllNWlKgdDWA8LbryZ0mPQ

http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUllNWlKgdDWA8LbryZ0mPQ
http://www.pinterest.com/canyonrosesuite
http://www.twitter.com/canyonrosesuite
http://www.plus.google.com/116902033112821509110
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Canyon-Rose-Suites-at-The-Allen-Block-Building/153380281339975
http://www.oldbisbeeghosttour.com/
http://www.lavenderjeeptours.com/
http://www.amdest.com/az/bisbee/queenmine.html
https://www.bisbeemuseum.org/
http://www.discoverbisbee.com/


Trip Advisor:  tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g31171-d272161-Reviews-Canyon_Rose_Suites-Bisbee_Arizona.htm

Photos (high resolution photos contact info@canyonrose.com):
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